
Volume XVIII• #1 • October/November 2017

CONTENTS

As we start another school year, I watch the students walking the hallways 
a little taller than last year, with a little more confidence being a year older 
and with the excitement to see their friends once again in the classrooms.  
The cycle of the school year brings our start in September, homecoming in 
October, and then we watch for snow flurries in November.  

In this issue you will find the welcome of our newest board members, new 
staff, and some of the opening of school events.   We are excited to start 
another fruitful school year. 
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From Dr. Hackett...

Welcome NeW Board memBers -
Jennifer Nystrom is our newest board member, but cer-

tainly not new to the Sullivan West Central School District.  
Jennifer and her husband Charles live in Jef-
fersonville and both are graduates of JYCS.  
They have three sons, Charles (Class of 
2016), Jake, who is an 8th grader and Austin 
who is in 6th grade.  

Mrs. Nystrom teaches math at Liberty 
Central School District and is active in the 
Peewee Football for the Liberty Parks & Rec 
along with being a leader with the Small 
Town Country 4-H® Club. She also coaches 

and is on the Board of the AYSO 647.

Jennifer is excited to be a part of the Sullivan West Board of 
Education while bringing her knowledge as a parent, teacher 
and community member to the team.  

Leizel B. Schlott
In 2008, when Leizel Schlott was in 4th grade, the Sullivan 

West Community voted and approved to include a represen-
tative from the student body as a non-voting member to the 

Board of Education. Liezel who is now a senior is our student 
representative for this school year.  

When asked why Liezel wanted to be the student board 
member she said, “I wanted to know how the school works 
and how the Board of Education makes 
decisions.  Running for the student 
member position has allowed me to be 
a part of some of the inner workings of 
the Board of Education.” 

Additionally, this allows Liezel an 
opportunity to share all the events the 
students have participated in and give 
feedback to the Board from a stu-
dent’s perspective. She recently reported on the 
Homecoming events and explained how well the bonfire kick-
off party turned out with the large number of students and 
staff in attendance. There were students on the football field 
playing multiple games such as Kan-Jam, soccer, bean bag toss 
and football. Leizel expressed appreciation to the Lake Hun-
tington Volunteer Fire Department, who built and controlled 
the bonfire throughout the evening. She is eager to inform the 
Board on future student events happening each month.
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Amanda Dettery
Amanda Dettery has joined the Sul-

livan West first grade team. She is a 
2007 graduate of Valley Central High 
School and continued her education 
at Orange County Community Col-
lege receiving an Associate’s Degree in 
Liberal Arts followed by a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Childhood Educa-
tion from SUNY New Paltz and a 
Master’s Degree from Touro College in 
New York City in Literacy K-12. 

Before joining the staff at Sullivan West, Amanda taught pre-
school for three years at TLC Learning in Rockland County, 
NY. Most recently, she filled a leave replacement in first grade 
at Livingston Manor Central School. 

Amanda is very excited about the 2017-18 school year. She 
said, “Teaching gives me the opportunity to make a difference 
in a child’s life.” 

In her spare time, Amanda enjoys hiking, yoga, reading, and 
spending time outdoors with her black lab, Zoey. 

Mary Colletti
Our new speech pathologist, Mary 

Colletti, comes to Sullivan West with a 
great deal of experience. She received 
both her Bachelor and Master’s de-
grees from SUNY New Paltz in Com-
munication Disorders and is a licensed 
Speech Pathologist. First, Mary worked 
for 10 years at the Tri-Valley School 
District as a Speech Therapist servicing 
students in grades K-6. Then for about 
2 years, she worked independently 

servicing pre-school students in their homes. Mary returned 
to Tri-Valley as a Speech Therapist for a short time, but then 

joined the staff at Project Excel for the past 8 years, working 
with the pre-school students in that program. 

Mary enjoys scrapbooking, reading, and hiking with her hus-
band and chocolate lab, Molly.

Danielle Meyer
A 2010 Sullivan West Central School 

graduate is home again. Danielle 
Meyer has joined our Kindergarten 
team. She received a Bachelor of 
Science degree from SUNY Oneonta 
in Early Childhood and Childhood 
Education. She continued her educa-
tion at SUNY Oneonta receiving a 
Master’s degree in Literacy K-6.

Danielle spent many days substitute 
teaching at Sullivan West. However, for the past two years, she 
has been a pre-school teacher at Project Excel in Monticello. 
Danielle is so excited for her next adventure, educating the 
students at her alma mater.

For fun, Danielle enjoys spending time with her family camp-
ing. She especially loves all the time she gets to play with her 
nephew, Mason.

Melonie Cruz
The second grade welcomes Melonie 

Cruz to their team. Before studying 
education, Melonie was a Claims 
Examiner/Analyst for Empire Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield. She earned her 
dual Bachelor of Science degrees in 
Elementary Education Birth - Grade 
2 and Grades 1-6 from SUNY New 
Paltz. She continued her education at 
New York State Institute of Technology 
where she received a Master’s degree 

in Integrated Curriculum Technology K-12. 

Dr. Kerri A. Brown

Assistant Su-
perintendent for 
Student Ser-
vices, Dr. Kerri A. 
Brown, comes to 
us from upstate 
New York. Dr. 
Brown received 
her Ph.D. from 
Capella Univer-
sity in educa-
tional leadership.  

She attended Massachusetts College of 
Liberal Arts (MCLA) where she earned her 
master’s degree in educational leader-
ship.  She also attended The College of St. 
Rose, where she received her bachelor’s 

degree in Special Education.  Dr. Brown 
has a wealth of experience as a national 
consultant to school districts as well as 
many years’ experience as a district and 
building level administrator.  During her 
down time, she enjoys spending time 
with her two daughters and her husband 
on the soccer field or watching football. 

As Sullivan West Central School District’s 
Assistant Superintendent for Student 
Services, Dr. Brown is charged with 
overseeing our District’s curriculum and 
Instructional needs as well as overseeing 
student services. Therefore, Dr. Brown 
will be holding a one hour meeting to 
meet with parents of the district to discuss 

specific curricular topics every second 
Monday of the month (November 13th, 
December 11th, January 8th, February 12th, 
March 12th, April 9th, May 14th, June 11th) 
from 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM. Dr. Brown will 
start these meetings in her office at the 
elementary building on November 13th 
and will rotate every month between the 
elementary and high school building.  
So, November 13th elementary student 
service office, December 11th high school 
guidance office, and so on.  Should you 
have suggestions for topics you would like 
to discuss or learn more about with her 
during these meetings, please feel free to 
email her with your suggestions at  
brownker@swcsd.org. 

mailto:brownker@swcsd.org
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Melonie worked in both the Monticello and Tri-Valley School 
districts filling leave replacements in their elementary schools. 

In her spare time, Melonie and her husband, Miguel, spend 
many hours transporting their children, Lindsey, Mason, and 
Miguel to their various sporting practices and games. They 
both enjoy cheering their children on to victory.

Kylie Amatuzzi
The Special Education Department at Sul-

livan West welcomes Kylie Amatuzzi to their 
staff as a Grade K-2 teacher. She is a 2010 
graduate of Honesdale High School and con-
tinued her education at Kutztown University 
receiving dual Bachelor degrees in Elemen-
tary Education K-4 and Special Education 
Pre-K-8. While at Kutztown, Kylie was an on-
line tutor for the Lake and Peninsula School 
District in Alaska. As she neared graduation, 
this district offered Kylie the opportunity to 

become an onsite tutor. For one and a half years, she flew in a 
small plane from village to village in rural and remote areas of 
Alaska providing special education services to many students. 
It is an experience she will never forget. Not only did she get 
to teach, she was able to travel and see some of the most 
beautiful sights in Alaska.

Kylie plans to start her Master’s program in Applied Be-
havioral Analysis which focuses on the triggers that cause 
various behaviors.

When Kylie is not working with her students, she enjoys spend-
ing time with her fiancé, Jeremy, traveling, reading, working out, 
hiking, kayaking, and fishing in the great outdoors.

Kristina Verrico
Our “new” music teacher is definitely no 

stranger to Sullivan West. Kristina Verrico has 
been filling a leave replacement since Janu-
ary 2015. She loves teaching music at the 
elementary school and is so thankful for the 
support of the administration and parents of 
the community. All of her students come to 
class and are excited to participate in all the 
fun music activities.

Prior to joining the staff in 2015, Kristina 
attended SUNY Fredonia where she received a Bachelor of 
Music in Music Education as well as a Master’s degree in Mu-
sic Education. 

Kristina enjoys playing her clarinet, giving music lessons to her 
students, reading, hanging out with her friends, playing in a 
soccer league, and working out at the Crossfit Gym.

Samantha Orcinoli
Samantha Orcinoli is many miles away from 

her birthplace, Russia. She was adopted along 
with her two sisters many years ago. She started 
her life in America in New Jersey, but her family 
later moved to Pennsylvania where she attend-
ed Honesdale High School. While in school, 
she was involved in a peer helping program 

where she worked with students who were going through dif-
ficult situations. After graduation, Samantha worked as a home 
health aide as well as in retail. She is working with Mrs. Heidi 
Rivera in the kindergarten, first and second grade special educa-
tion classroom as a 1 on 1 aide and said, “I just love it!” 

Samantha lives in Lake Huntington with her partner, Nick, 
and their daughter, Amber. In her spare time, she enjoys read-
ing and hiking.

Denise Yewchuck
Denise Yewchuck grew up in Worces-

ter, Massachusetts, but later relocated 
with her family to Troy, New York. She 
attended Russell Sage College and 
received a degree in Criminal Justice. 
After graduation, Denise worked as 
a Domestic Violence Advocate for 4 
½ years. She later moved to Sullivan 
County to join her husband, Dave. 
They have two children, Calvin, who is 

in Kindergarten at SWE, and a three year old daughter, Anya. 
Denise enjoys cooking, baking, and hiking. 

Denise Yewchuck is working as a 1 on 1 aide in the sixth grade. 
She has found everyone on the staff to be extremely helpful.

Katlyn Cassidy
Katlyn Cassidy has joined our great 

team of teachers’ aides at Sullivan West 
Elementary. She is a 2013 graduate of 
Ellenville Central School. At the age of 
15, Katlyn started working with children 
and found that she really enjoys helping 
them reach their full potential. Katlyn 
worked at summer camps and most 
recently was a teacher’s aide at the 
Center for Discovery in a multiple dis-

ability classroom for students ranging in age from 7 to 13. 

In her spare time, Katlyn enjoys reading, crocheting, and 
relaxing in the great outdoors. In the future, Katlyn plans on 
studying nursing. 

Anna Scarfalloto
Ms. Scarfalloto was born and raised in 

Northeastern Pennsylvania where she 
has a beautiful family, and enjoys spend-
ing time with them, as well as hiking, 
camping, and creating her own art. Anna 
has been a practicing artist ever since she 
can remember.  Ms. Scarfalloto loves to 
use a variety of materials when creating 
art, especially objects that she discovers 

in nature or also finds everyday items and includes them into a 
work of art! 

Anna Scarfalloto said, “The Visual Arts and helping people 
have always been a passion of mine and to be able to practice 
this…well, it’s pretty awesome.” 
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a message from the high school PriNciPal

Parents and Family Members,

Our staff and students 
have had a strong begin-
ning to the 2017-18 school 
year. Teachers have students 
working hard and thinking 
critically, sports teams are 
competing and performing 
extremely well and our clubs 
are already planning events. 
I would like to thank all the 
parents who joined us for 
our Meet the Teacher Night. 
This yearly event creates an 
opportunity for parents and 
teachers to strengthen the 
home and school relation-
ship, working together for our 
students. If you were unable 
to attend and have questions, 
please reach out to your stu-
dent’s teachers. 

I would like to take this 
time to welcome our new art 
teacher Ms. Anna Scarfalloto. 
Ms. Scarfalloto will teach our 
Jr. High art and some Studio 
art classes. Still a practicing 
artist, she brings creativity and 

excitement to our already 
strong program. 

Our building administration 
has added more opportuni-
ties to strengthen relationships 
and communication with 
students and families. Over 
the summer Mr. Haberli met 
with some of our incoming 
7th grade families. This goal-
orientated meeting allowed 
the students, families and the 
school to meet and discuss 
methods to assist in making 
our students successful. 

I am currently meeting with 
all 9th grade students and 
their parents. During these 
meetings, we discuss how 
students transitioned into 
the junior high and how we 
could strengthen our efforts to 
acclimate students. We also 
discuss the transition into the 
9th grade. Albeit, their time in 
the 9th grade has been only a 
few weeks, but it creates an 
opportunity to sit down with 
both the student and parent 

to discuss how we can work 
together to make our educa-
tional environment stronger. 
Another important topic 
discussed is if the student 
has had any thoughts of their 
future after graduation. I feel 
that it is never too early to 
talk about life after graduat-
ing from SWHS and these 
conversations allow us to plan 
course offerings as we try to 
offer not only what is needed 
for graduation, but for career 
exploration. If you have yet to 
make an appointment, please 
contact Deb Molusky at  
932-8401 x1101. I look for-
ward to meeting with you to 
discuss your student’s future.

To provide more information 
to our teachers and Counsel-
ing Department during the 
class registration process, 
we will be holding an 
Elective Fair 
from October 
25-27. Teach-
ers will speak 

with students about new 
courses and encourage them 
to sign up. Shortly thereaf-
ter our counselors will meet 
with students to begin the 
scheduling process for the 
2018-19 school year. Parents 
will be invited to participate 
in those meetings. I encour-
age you to sit down with your 
students to review our Course 
Selection Guide, which can 
be accessed off the school’s 
website prior to that meeting.

Mark Plescia

art disPlay case
Designed by art teachers Ms. Culligan and Mrs. Love and 

technology teacher Mr. Scardino and constructed by students 
in Mr. Scardino’s Carpentry and Home Improvement classes 
with installation help from Mr. Scott Scardino. Thank you to 
the following students for their hard work on this project: Luke 
Campfield, Anthony Clarke, Brandon Decker, Jason Houghtal-
ing, Cameron Jackman, Aiden Lowitz, Jordan Maxwell, Mat-
thew Moran and Larry Schenck.

music classes are iN motioN! 
Our Junior High Music classes are 

paving the way for a higher level 
learning and performance. Junior 
High Music classes are mastering 
Hand Bell playing techniques and 
already reading and playing songs. 
They have learned how to play 
familiar melodies and very shortly 
will be adding harmony to enhance 
the sound experience. The popular 
9-12 Music Electives, Piano and 
Guitar are also well underway. Stu-
dents that are taking these classes 
are enjoying the freedom of learn-
ing these instruments at their own 
pace and discovering the fun and 
enjoyment that practicing an instru-
ment can be. Students should be on 
the lookout during the Elective Fair 
– there will be new Music electives 
coming your way. Be sure to fill out 
the survey that will be made avail-
able to you soon. 
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7th graders have fuN With Physics
Mrs. Schwartz 

brought her curi-
ous 7th graders 
to the Physics 
room to experi-
ence upper level 
science and allow 
Mr. Johansen to 
encourage them 
to take challeng-
ing classes in their 
high-school years. 
Mr. Johansen sug-
gests that school 

is like being brought to a gym every day. 
Some kids might choose to lift only one 
pound weights for their time here. That 
is not crazy, just lazy. But at the end of 
six years of doing that, it would be crazy 
to think they will be strong from lifting so 
little. Taking the easiest classes student 
can is like that. To imagine that taking 
only easy classes will make you ready for 

college or a good 
job is not a good 
strategy. Mr. Johan-
sen proceeded to 
show the class how 
much fun taking 
Physics is, all the 
cool toys the seniors 
play with and the 
amazing things they 
learn every day. The 
highlight was when 
Laura Guziczek, 
a Physics student, 

came in to tell them how she loved Physics class and already 
was thinking of changing her plans to incorporate it into her 
future. Many of the 7th graders afterword said they could not 
wait to take challenging science classes like Physics here at Sul-
livan West. Many of this year’s current Physics students were 
enticed in a similar fashion when they were in 7th grade.

KayaKiNg
Kayaking is an outdoor activity that has grown tremendously 

in the past decade in the United States. Kayaking can be 
compared to many lifetime fitness activities. We like to share 
with classes that a young child could learn to kayak as well as 
an older adult. Kayaking provides a platform for people to be 

physically active 
and enjoy our 
great outdoors.

The Sullivan 
West High 
School Physi-
cal Education 

classes have been 
participating in 
learning the ba-
sics of kayaking, 
safety, paddling 
methods, and 
equipment. Each 
class participates 
in two trainings 
with instructors 
and videos on 
correct tech-
niques before 
heading to Lake 
Huntington. The 
students will get 
real practical 
learning situations 
on Lake Hun-
tington in kayaks. 
Once on the 
lake, the classes 
participate in a 
safety exposure 
and then pick 
what type of 
leisure trip they 
would like to take 
the next class. 

We hope that they will continue to use the skills that they are 
exposed to in class to stay physically active. 

homecomiNg 2017
A bonfire kick-off party on September 22nd was possibly the 

start of a new tradition at Sullivan West. Sponsored by the 
PTSO and Student Council and assisted by the Lake Hunting-
ton Fire Department, the night was a huge success with over 

300 in attendance. The fire department proved that they can 
start a fire as well as put one out! Thank you to the PTSO for 
supplying all the food and drinks for the event, as well as the 
DJ, and to the administrators, volunteers, and custodial crew 
for coming together to make this a night to remember. Senior 
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Fall athletes were introduced, lively music was played, the 
football field was alive with many different games going on, 
and sub sandwiches, chips and drinks were enjoyed by those 
in attendance. The Homecoming Court was announced before 
the end of the evening: Sydney Favre, Nicole Kocher, Jordan 
Kubenik, Kendra LaBagh and Emma Moran for the girls and 
Collin Hauschild, AJ Lumalcuri, Michael Mullally, Alex Schwalb 
and Alex Unser.

sPirit WeeK
Spirit Week followed the Bonfire kick-off event beginning 

with America Monday, Tie-Dye Tuesday, Classy Wednesday, 
Thursday Twin Day, and Friday Mathletics vs Athletics. Please 

enjoy the pictures from those special days. Homerooms 
competed in a spirit contest for the week. Mrs. Riggs’ grade 10 
homeroom won a free pizza party for their 61% participation!

Senior X-Country athletes were recognized on Tuesday, 
September 26th and they include: Cameron Gibson, Bruce 
Robisch and AJ Lumalcuri. Cross country runners won their 
event against O’Neil. 
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Varsity Volleyball senior members were celebrated on 

Wednesday, September 27th at their game against Burke. Se-
nior volleyball members include: Ava McLeod, Hailey Stagl, 
Sabryna Keebler, MacKenzie Houghtaling, Julia Daif and 
Kylee Glendon. 

Football - Sullivan West hosted the Roscoe-Livingston Manor-
Downsville-Sullivan West football game under the lights 
against Chester. Although we were not victorious, a large 
crowd was on hand to celebrate seniors and their families. 
They included Collin Hauschild, Shaine Hubert and Jeramy 
VanSickle as well as other seniors from the combined team. 
Homecoming Court seniors were introduced with their parents 
and James Burlingame, last year’s king, crowned AJ Lumalcuri 

and Dr. Hackett crowned Emma Moran as the 2017 king and 
queen. Special thanks to the Red Dogs football team for com-
ing out and supporting our players. 

Girls Varsity Soccer players and their families celebrated their 
senior night on Friday, September 28th with a match against 

Liberty. Senior players include McKinley Bernitt, Shelby Diehl, 
Hope Erlwein, Jordan Kubenik, Nicole Kocher, Kendra LaBagh 
and Leizel Schlott. 

Photo by Richard Ross
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Girls Powder Puff game - Each year the junior girls go up 
against the senior girls in a spirited Powder Puff flag football 
game. This year, it was a team effort on Saturday from the 

juniors with big plays coming on both sides of the ball which 
ultimately secured their victory against the senior players. 

Boys Varsity Soccer players hosted Tri-Valley on Saturday night 
under the lights after first recognizing the senior players and 
their parents. Senior boys include Hashim Gambari, Michael 
Mullally, Alex Schwalb and Alex Unser. The boys played a hard-
fought game, but were ultimately defeated by Tri-Valley 2-1. 

Grades 7-9 Homecoming Dance – Students dressed up for 
their annual dance on Homecoming Friday. They had fun line 
dancing, socializing and eating food provided by the high 
school PTSO. 

Our Senior Tech Café is now open! Thanks to the efforts of 
the past two senior classes and some money from the budget, 
the seniors have their long-awaited area to study. The tech 

café is a place for seniors 
to get some work done in 
an informal area outside 
their normal study hall class. 
Before students are allowed 
in the café, they must be in 
good standing academically 
and must follow the Senior 
Tech Café Guidelines while 
in the café.
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caBaret Night-octoBer 24th

The Sullivan West Senior High Choir will be presenting its ANNUAL 
CABARET FUNDRAISER on Tuesday, October 24th at 7:00 PM in the 
Sullivan West High School Cafeteria, Lake Huntington. The choir will 
be performing the evening’s theme song from the musical West Side 
Story as well as several chorus students singing in various solos, duets 
and small ensembles. Music will include popular songs from Broadway 
shows both old and new. The choir is under the direction of Mr. Jerry 
Hoch. Desserts and snacks will be provided. A donation of $5, which 
goes to support the Senior High Choral program, is welcome and appre-
ciated. Come out for a fun evening of great music. For more information 
contact the Sullivan West High School at 932-8401 x 1273.

from the PriNciPal – mr. rod mclaughliN

In the Revolutionary War, during 
preparations for a battle, a man in civilian 
clothes passed a corporal who was angrily 
ordering his men to lift a heavy beam. 
The man stopped and asked the corporal, 
“Why don’t you help them?” “Sir,” the 
answer came back indignantly, “I am a 
corporal!” With a muttered apology, the 
stranger stripped off his coat and pitched 
in to help the soldiers. “Mr. Corporal,” he 
said when the task was done, “whenever 
you haven’t enough men to do a job, call 
on your commander in chief. I will be 
glad to help.” With that, George Wash-
ington put on his coat and left. I share this 
story of a moment in time from almost 
240 years ago to make a point. Clearly 
General Washington knew the truth that 
more is caught (by our example) than is 
taught (by our words). To truly be an ex-
ceptional teacher and help children grow 
we must be ready to humble ourselves 
and set positive clear examples; paradoxi-
cally enough though, when we do we 
win as well by seeing our students reach 
new heights.

This past year here in the SWE we 
had an extremely tough job that I 

would have loved to have had George 
Washington’s wisdom and help doing. 
Several of our very best teachers retired 
and we had the difficult job of finding 
individuals to take their place. How do 
you replace a combined experience and 
expertise of over 120 years? 

Although there was no one with a pow-
dered white wig sitting in the room we 
were able to find some truly wonderful 
individuals that possess the heart of lead-
ership General Washington had. These 
individuals are very skilled professionals 
with those rare humble hearts that will 
not only teach the curriculum but also 
set wonderful examples with their stu-
dents. These new members of the SWE 
family are: Ms. Amanda Det-
tery, 1st grade; Ms. Danielle 
Meyer, Kindergarten; Ms. 
Melonie Cruz, 2nd grade; 
Ms. Kylie Amatuzzi, Sp. 
Ed. and Ms. Mary Colletti, 
Speech. 

Here in the SWE 
we are grateful 
for the support-
ive and collab-

orative relationship we have with you, 
the parents of our students and com-
munity members. As of the October 5th, 
2017 Board of Education meeting over 
300 parent volunteers from the SWE had 
been approved by our BOE. This single 
fact exemplifies powerfully the hearts of 
our parents & community members and 
points out the many George Washing-
ton’s among us. Those individuals that 
come alongside the SWE Faculty and 
Staff each day in support of our students. 
These individuals set a powerfully posi-
tive example while helping our students 
and lightening the load of all. 

Thank you all for your humble support. 
It is appreciated.

“The purpose of life is not to be 
happy. It is to be useful, to be 
honorable, to be compassionate; to 
have it make some difference that you 
have lived and lived well.” 

Ralph Waldo Emerson

elemeNtary News

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/12080.Ralph_Waldo_Emerson
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